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DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY

Interactive Workshop On The Occasion Of International Day for Biological Diversity.
On
“CONSERVATION OF LAKES AND REDUCTION OF WATER FOOT PRINT”

Department of Zoology in association with Department of Botany and Eco-club-Prakruthi
organized Interactive Workshop on “Conservation of Lakes and Reduction of water foot print” on
the occasion of International Day for Biological Diversity on 22/05/2023, i.e on Monday.

Dr. Santanu Gupta, Associate Co-Ordinator, Wetlands in WWF — India from Karnataka State
Office, Bengaluru, has given introduction on WWF and International Day for Biological Diversity.

Ms. Mrudula, Project officer, WWF — India spoke on “Wetlands and reduction of water footprint™.
She has explained about the water foot print which shows the extent of water use in relation to
consumption by people for different activities in litres and can be calculated for any well-defined
group of consumers like individual, family, village, city, province, state or nation. Advised not to
waste water unnecessary and save for the future generation.

Mr. Chinmay C Maliye, Naturalist and Resource person for WWF-India spoke on “Urban diversity
and present scenario”. Mr. Chinmay has explained about how the rapid urbanisation brings
environmental problems like pollution, loss of green cover and large scale biodiversity loss.
Biodiversity is key to healthy ecosystems and maintaining ecological equilibrium, the balance
between different species in nature. Animals, plants, microorganisms and fungi perform many
ecological roles and maintain what is called the trophic web. COVID 19 is increasing zoonotic in
nature. Bird watchers have documented over 200 species of birds in the GKVK campus including
clockwise L-R Coppersmith Barbet, Asian Paradise Flycatcher, White-eyed Buzzard and Indian
Pitta. The rocky outcrops in the lower reaches of Nandi Hills are habitats for the Yellow-throated
Bulbul endemic to Peninsular India. The planted evergreen forests on top of Nandi Hills are home
to several Western Ghats species such as Nilgiri Wood Pigeon (right) and Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher
(left). Mr. Lohith, from WWF discovered a new spider species from Nandi hills and named it after
thye river Arkavathy as Colopsus arkavathi. Hesarghatta grasslands are the last remaining
grassland patch in Bengaluru. Hesarghatta is vital habitat for grassland specialist raptors like
Common Kestrels (left) and Montagu’s Harriers (right) both declining in India. Lakes in Bengaluru
are important habitats for over 100 species of birds including (clockwise L-R) spot-billed ducks,
Northern Shovelers, Brahminy Kites and Spot-billed Pelicans. Lakes and surrounding areas are vital
to livelihoods of Bengaluru’s most marginalised residents. The periphery of the Hoskote Lake (left)
is used for livestock grazing and reed collection by local residents. Building up lake peripheries
such as in Ulsoor Lake (right) excludes these communities from accessing their traditional
resources. Researchers continue to discover new species like this burrowing frog Sphaerothe ca
Bengaluru from the city.
On the completion of session all the students have taken pledge by signing on the board. /
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